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E.  J.  4S.,  Wxm 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940, 
and  owing  to  the  continuance  of  hostilities,  this  Report  will 
follow  the  lines  of  the  previous  year’s  Report.  This  is  the  re- 
commendation of  the  W’elsh  Board  of  Health  and  is  confined 
to  certain  statistics,  together  with  events  which  have  happened 
during  the  year  which  require  reference. 

It  is  well  known  that  during  the  year,  industrial  develop- 
ments have  taken  place  in  our  area  and  this  has  a marked  effect 
on  the  numbers  of  those  unemployed,  and  has  been  the  means 
of  giving  employment  to  a large  number  of  men  from  an  area 
ver\^  much  larger  than  ours. 

In  addition  to  this  influx  of  population  a large  number  of 
Evacuees  has  come  to  our  area  from  Mersey-side  and  even  from 
further  afield,  and  up  to  the  present  no  undue  difficulty  has 
arisen  with  reference  to  their  accommodation.  It  has  to  be 
remembered  that  certain  of  these  Evacuees  have  returned  back 
to  their  place  of  evacuation,  but  even  so  our  population  is  very 
much  larger  than  it  was  pre-war,  and  is  at  the  same  time  much 
larger  than  the  official  figures  given  to  us  by  the  Registrar 
General. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  this  is  to  a certain  extent 
explained  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the  first  full  year  in  reference  to 
the  notifications  from  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles.  These 
notifications  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  1939,  and  in  the 
previous  year  only  7 cases  were  notified,  but  in  the  year  1940, 
for  these  two  diseases,  1099  cases  were  notified  to  our  office. 

The  only  other  item  under  the  heading  of  Infectious  Disease 
is  the  continued  outbreak  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  of  which 
77  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  together  with 
9 observation  cases,  but  a few  additional  cases  from  the  R.D.C. 
were  admitted  at  first  to  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  with  the  County 
Council  for  immunising  children  of  pre-school  and  school  age 
against  Diphtheria  and  a large  number  of  children  have  been 
dealt  with. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  EDWARDS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72,370 

Population  Estimated  (Mid-Annual,  1940)  ...  ...  60,760 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Births  ...f  Legitimate 

470 

469 

939  (Birth  Rate  16. 

\ Illegitimate 

26 

17 

43  (England  and 

— 

Wales  14.6) 

496 

486 

982 

Births  for  Infantile  Rate 

502 

490 

992 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  Births 

28 

34 

62 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths  ... 

520 

493 

1013 

Crude  Death  Rate  ... 

16.7  (England  and  Wales  14.3) 

Comparability  Factor 

. . . 

1.03 

Adiusted  Death 

Rate 

... 

17.2 

Maternal  Mortality  ; 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

5 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

• 

1 

Total 

. 

6 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

per  1000  Live  Births  6.2 

Rate  per  1000  Total  Births  5.7  (England  and  M’ales  2.16) 


Infantile  Mortality  : 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

44 

38 

82 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

46 

39 

85 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

per  1000 

Births 

85.6 

(England 

W'alcs  55) 

1 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases 

60 

54 

114 
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Population. 

The  l\Iid-Annual  Population  Estimate  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  (leneral  is  GO,7(i().  Tliis  is  an  increase  of  1070  on  the 
official  figures  for  1939.  It  is  cpiite  evident  that  this  figure  does 
not  include  the  large  nunil)cr  of  Evacuees  who  have  come  into 
our  area,  and  presumably  does  not  take  into  consideration  the 
large  number  of  labourers  who  have  been  imported  for  the 
industrial  reasons. 

The  following  figures  give  some  indication  of  the  number  of 
Evacuees  who  have  arrived  in  our  area  under  the  Government 
Evacuation  Scheme.  Erom  January,  1940,  to  August,  1941, 
the  total  number  is  7d2.7,  but  of  these  2707  have  returned  to 
their  original  domiciles,  making  a net  increase  in  the  population 
of  4818.  This  figure  would  make  the  actual  population  of  the 
area  to  be  Go, 578.  In  addition  to  this  there  may  be  an  unknown 
number  of  Private  Evacuees. 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Very  little  need  be  stated  under  this  heading  seeing  that  we 
have  only  had  one  very  marked  air  attack  on  our  area  resulting 
in  a few  casualties.  Arrangements  already  in  force  worked  well, 
though  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  one  Leader  of  the  First 
Aid  Party  was  himself  a casualty. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  First  Aid  Parties  and 
Points,  though  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  establish- 
ment of  more  IMobile  Units.  The  question  of  First  Aid  arrange- 
ments has  been  discussed  by  the  War  Emergency  Committee 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  question  will  be  discussed  with  the 
Commissioner  for  Wales  in  the  near  future,  with  a view  to 
increasing  the  facilities. 

It  is  felt  that  in  certain  areas  these  are  insufficient  but 
representations  have  been  made  on  this  matter,  and  there  does 
appear  to  be  evidence  that  Official  Circles  are  of  the  opinion 
that  we  are  justified  in  asking  for  such  an  increase,  though 
whether  these  additional  requirements  will  be  granted  depends 
on  decisions  by  the  Higher  Authorities  in  London. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  127  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
137  for  1939.  'I'liere  was  one  death  from  Scarlet  I'ever  during 
the  year  but  this  did  not  occur  at  the  I'cver  Hospital, 
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Diphtheria. 

] f)7  cases  were  notified  as  compared  witii  124  in  1939,  this 
being  an  increase  of  33,  and  is  the  first  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  for  3 or  4 years.  Eleven  cases  died  but  of  these  10  died 
in  the  Fever  Hospital. 

Immunisation. 

As  indicated  in  the  preface  of  this  report  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  with 
reference  to  the  Immunisation  of  children  of  school  age  and  pre- 
school age  against  Diphtheria.  This  work  is  carried  out  in  the 
various  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  also  in  the 
schools. 

441  children  under  the  age  of  5 have  been  immunised  at 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  our  area,  and  in 
addition  to  this  2795  Elementary  School-children  were  immunised, 
thus  the  County  Officials  have  immunised  3236  children. 

In  addition  to  this  I immunised  such  children  as  came  to 
me  and  during  the  year  1940,  11  children  were  immunised  plus 
1 Schick  Test  negative. 

Enteric  Fever. 

2 cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year  but 
only  one  of  these  was  admitted  to  the  Fever  Hospital.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

Erysipelas. 

20  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  24  in  1939. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  identical 
with  that  of  1939,  namely  4. 

Pneumonia. 

120  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  76  in  1939.  There 
were  73  deaths,  of  these  44  were  males.  In  the  previous  year 
there  were  only  32  deaths  out  of  76  cases  so  that  it  would  appear 
that  in  1940  there  was  a much  larger  number  of  fatal  cases  in 
proportion  to  tlu'  total  number  of  cases  notified. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  notified. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

208  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  year  was  the 
first  full  year  for  the  notification  regulations  to  be  in  force. 
There  were  2 deaths  from  \Miooping  Cough. 

Measles. 

891  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
7 in  the  last  3 months  of  1939.  1 have  already  stated  that  the 
notification  figures  of  Measles  for  1939  only  apply  to  the  last 
quarter,  from  October  1st.  During  the  year  there  were  2 deaths 
from  IMeasles  ; usually  Measles  is  a veiy  fatal  disease  in  children, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  of  this  in  1940,  when  the  notification 
was  such  as  to  cause  no  marked  effect  on  the  death  rate. 

Small  Pox. 

No  cases  notified. 

Vaccination  Figures,  1940. 

Including  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  but  excluding  the  portion 
included  in  our  area  in  1935. 


Total  Births 

...  1345 

Successfully  Vaccinated 

247 

Insusceptible 

— 

Number  had  Smallpox 

— 

Conscientious  Obiectors 

774 

Died  Unvaccinated 

74 

Postponed  by  Medical 
Certificate  ... 

58 

Removed 

1(30 

Unaccounted  for 

32 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

In  my  last  Report  reference  was  made  to  the  incidence  of 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  wirich  had  commenced  in  November, 
1939.  The  epidemic  as  far  as  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  is 
concerned  commenced  in  the  late  weeks  of  tlie  year  1939  and 
continued  throughout  the  year  well  into  1941. 

During  the  year  92  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Wrexham 
Rural  District  and  of  these  15  had  been  admitted  in  the  first 
instance,  either  to  Croesnewydd  Hospital  or  to  the  Wrexham 
War  Memorial  Hospital.  Of  these  cases  11  died  including  1 
Evacuee.  Nine  other  cases  were  admitted  as  Cerebro-Spinal 
IMeningitis  but  these  were  decidedly  not  Meningitis  cases  and  3 
of  them  died. 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  reference  to  a large  industrial 
concern  which  has  been  erected  in  our  area,  4 cases  of  workmen 
from  this  factory  were  admitted  towards  the  end  of  the  year  with 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  a special  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  successful  results  of  modern  treatment  in  this 
disease.  Some  of  the  results  which  we  obtained  at  the  Hospital 
were  certainly  miraculous  and  indicate  strong  evidence  in  favour 
of  the  modern  advance  in  treatment.  In  any  disease  such  as 
this,  complications  are  bound  to  arise  and  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  indicate  a few  remarks  under  this  heading.  Complications 
arose  in  a number  of  the  cases  but  most  of  these  were  of  a mild 
nature  and  certainly  did  not  inconvenience  the  patient  for  more 
than  a very  short  period.  Some  of  the  symptoms  such  as  knee 
affections  were  due  to  the  administration  of  serum  and  this  occurred 
in  2 of  our  cases.  The  modern  treatment  with  M and  B 693  or 
sulphapyridine  does  give  rise  to  a certain  number  of  complications 
such  as  a peculiar  skin  rash,  vomiting  and  cyanosis.  The  M 
and  B rash  was  noticed  in  3 cases,  cyanosis  in  6 cases,  and  vomiting 
in  1 case.  In  4 cases  herpes  occurred  around  the  lips.  There 
were  also  certain  Urinary  symptoms  such  as  retention  of  urine 
and  in  2 cases  sugar  was  present,  but  in  one  of  these  latter  cases 
the  condition  was  so  acute  that  acetone  was  also  present,  but 
the  patient  made  an  un-interrupted  recovery.  In  one  patient 
a squint  was  present  together  with  drooping  of  the  upper  eye-lid. 
In  one  patient  jaundice  occurred  together  with  cyanosis  ; a 
most  unusual  combination  of  signs.  The  only  other  interesting 
complication  was  that  of  deafness  which  it  is  well  known  can 
occur  after  recover}^  or  during  treatment.  This  occurred  in  3 
cases  but  in  one  of  these  the  deafness  only  developed  subsequent 
to  discharge  from  hospital.  I have  included  reference  to  the 
complications  as  certain  Medical  Papers  take  an  interest  in  this 
question  but  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  existence  of  these 
complications  does  not  necessarily  indicate  that  the  treatment 
has  not  been  successful.  In  such  a disease  as  this,  the  first  and 
foremost  duty  is  to  save  life  and  we  can  safelv  state  that  this 
duty  has  been  carried  out  as  far  as  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do. 

The  question  would  probably  be  asked,  how  one  can  avoid 
or  prevent  this  infection,  but  it  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  there 
is  no  modern  successftd  method  of  immunistation,  though  this 
has  been  attempted  but  has  not  yet  received  sufficient  scientific 
support  for  general  adoption.  One  cannot  stress  too  much  the 
importance  of  carrying  out  the  general  princi])les  of  Hygiene  by 
avoidance  as  far  as  possible,  of  overcrowding,  either  at  the  home 
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or  during  the  transport  in  modern  conditions  or  even  in  over- 
crowded meetings,  either  in  cinemas  or  in  such  places  as  concerts 
and  even  of  a religious  character. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  to  note  that  it  is  very  seldom  that 
one  hears  of  more  than  one  case  from  an\-'  one  particular  house 
and  only  in  one  instance  in  our  series  of  cases  was  there  more 
than  one  case  in  any  one  family,  but  in  this  case  the  patients 
were  admitted  from  different  houses. 

Another  interesting  phenomenon  was  the  fact  that  for  some 
considerable  time,  cases  came  in  in  rushes  during  the  week-end, 
followed  by  a few  days  of  comparative  quietude,  but  one  cannot 
state  why  this  should  have  taken  place. 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

40  31  11  16 


Isolation  Hospital. 

On  January  1st,  1940,  57  cases  were  in  hospital  who  had 
been  admitted  during  the  previous  year.  672  cases  were  ad- 
mitted during  the  year  as  against  477  in  1939.  These  admissions 
included  158  definitely  diagnosed  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Menin- 
gitis, and  in  addition  there  were  19  cases  of  observation  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Meningitis  and  a few  odds  and  ends  which  were  admitted 
as  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  but  were  definitely  not  so.  Under 
this  category  one  must  include  such  cases  as  Uraemia,  Puerperal 
Septicaemia,  Pyloric  Stenosis  and  even  Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 
During  the  previous  year  only  2 cases  of  this  disease  had  been 
admitted  from  the  Rural  District. 

Included  amongst  the  admissions  were  278  ca.ses  of  Diphtheria 
and  182  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  9 cases  of  Erysipelas  and  a 
large  collection  of  other  diseases,  some  of  wliich  have  been 
mentioned,  but  others  are  such  diseases  as  German  Measles, 
Poliomyelitis,  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  observation  T^^phoid 
and  10  cases  of  Para-Typhoid,  of  which  7 were  admitted  from 
Ruthin  Borough  and  3 from  the  Wre.xham  Borougli.  It  would 
thus  appear  that  tlie  Wrexham  Fever  Hospital  caters  for  a very 


Deaths. 

Non- 

Pulmonary . Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

7 7 3 7 
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large  range  of  diseases,  some  of  which  are  wrongly  diagnosed, 
so  that  it  makes  an  extremely  good  training  institution  for  the 
probationers. 

047  cases  w'ere  discharged  during  the  year  and  there  were 
left  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year  42  cases.  There  were  40 
deaths  during  the  year  as  compared  with  8 in  1939.  There  were 
15  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  18  from  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
and  the  remaining  cases  were  admitted  as  Cerebro-Spinal  Menin- 
gitis witli  one  or  two  exceptions,  and  which  were  obviously  fatal 
almost  immediately  after  admission. 

The  continued  incidence  of  Cerebro-Spinal  [Meningitis  placed 
additional  work  on  the  Matron  and  the  staff  of  the  Fever  Hospital, 
and  it  was  fortunate  that  Diphtheria  was  not  so  frequent  as  has 
been  the  case  in  previous  years  so  that  we  were  able  to  allocate 
one  large  block  for  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  cases. 

I would  like  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  Nurses,  from  the  Matron 
and  Assistant  Matron  downwards,  including  of  course  the  Sisters, 
for  the  excellent  work  that  was  done  during  the  year,  especially 
in  reference  to  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  and  no  doubt  the  success 
of  the  treatment  in  such  cases  was  aided  to  a material  extent  by 
the  efforts  of  the  Nurses  in  carrying  out  their  duties  so  efficiently. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  discussion  arose  in  the 
Medical  Press  on  the  treatment  of  these  cases  and  it  appears 
that  we  are  one  of  the  few  institutions  in  the  country  that  con- 
tinues on  the  combined  treatment  of  Anti-meningococcal  serum 
given  intrathecally  with  M and  B,  and  in  my  opinion  this  has 
been  successful.  In  most  institutions  the  treatment  consists 
simply  of  the  administration  of  M and  B 693  but  having  dealt 
with  240  cases  up  to  the  present  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that 
the  patient  is  far  more  comfortable  after  giving  serum  than  would 
have  been  the  case  had  he  simply  received  M and  B. 


Swabs  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1940. 


Wrexham 

Wrexham  Llungolle 

R.D.C. 

Borough  Urban 

Negative 

. :m 

190  2 

Positive 

1 1 

25  1 

Total 

:u  1 

215  :i 

Ruthin 


Overton 

Rural 

Hospital 

Total 

15 

1 

771 

1309 

0 

0 

100 

137 

15 

1 

87 1 

1440 

Public  Health. 


During  the  year  our  attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  number  of  men  had  been  affected  with  symptoms  of  Gastro- 
enteritis during  the  hot  weather,  and  the  closest  investigations 
took  place  in  reference  to  this  outbreak  and  we  had  the  fullest 
co-operation  from  Dr.  Robinson,  the  Bacteriologist  from  Conway 
Public  Health  Offices,  Professor  Roberts  of  the  Liverpool 
University  and  Dr.  Wade  and  other  Officials  of  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health.  It  appears  that  all  the  men  who  complained  of 
symptoms  had  drunk  water  from  water  mains  which  had  been 
laid  temporarily  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  even  after  the  water  had  been  boiled  for  making 
tea,  symptoms  still  arose.  It  is  almost  safe  to  state  that  this 
fact  in  itself  would  exclude  bacterial  infections  and  would  indicate 
the  possibility  of  metallic  or  other  chemical  impurity. 

Samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  also  investigations 
were  carried  out  with  lengths  of  the  pipe  and  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  the  presence,  in  small  quantities,  of  zinc.  When  I took 
samples  of  water  it  was  found  that  the  water  was  quite  warm 
and  no  doubt  the  heat  of  the  sun’s  radiation  in  warming  the 
water  in  the  pipes  would  help  to  disolve  some  of  the  zinc,  seeing 
that  the  pipes  were  lined  with  this  material,  and  the  water 
contained  small  amounts  of  chlorine  which  no  doubt  would 
re-act  on  the  zinc  in  the  pipes.  There  have  been  no  more 
complaints  of  this  nature  for  over  6 months. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  deaths  occurred  and  that  practically 
all  the  men  returned  to  work  after  a very  short,  sharp  attack  of 
illness. 

In  Forensic  Medicine  it  is  known  that  compounds  of  zinc 
can  cause  Gastro-enteritis  and  this  brings  up  the  question  as  to 
the  advisability  of  using  galvanized  zinc  lined  pipes  for  water 
supplies,  even  as  a temporary  emergency  and  especially  when 
these  pipes  are  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  exposed  to  the 
full  effects  of  Solar  radiation  for  a prolonged  period. 

Samples  of  the  excretra  were  also  examined,  but  no  part  of 
zinc  was  found  and  in  my  opinion,  some  form  of  zinc  poisoning 
is  very  suggestive  as  the  cause  of  this  outbreak. 

Following  one  of  the  raids  by  enemy  aircraft  over  our  area, 
the  attention  of  the  Health  Department  was  called  to  the  effects 
of  the  bombs  in  causing  some  disturbance  of  the  water  supplies 
in  the  area,  and  I need  hardly  state  that  the  fullest  co-operation 
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occurred  between  the  Water  Companies  and  the  Health  Officials, 
together  with  Dr.  Robinson  of  Conway,  who  carried  out  the 
necessary  investigations. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  he  found  no  cause  for  anxiety  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  bombing  on  the  water  supplies,  nor  did  we 
have  any  complaints  of  any  illness  occurring  after  the  bombing 
had  taken  place. 

Pathological  Work. 

Chemical  Samples  are  examined  by  the  Clinical  Association 
but  during  the  year,  especially  during  the  ciscumstances  already 
mentioned,  full  use  was  made  of  the  Government  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Conway  which  is  under  the  administration  of 
Ur.  Robinson.  A large  number  of  Water  Samples  were  sent  to 
this  place  for  Bacteriological  Analysis  and  other  Bacteriological 
material  was  sent  from  the  Fever  Hospital,  especially  in  reference 
to  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

During  the  year  28  Water  Samples  were  sent  for  analysis 
and  most  of  these  have  been  referred  to  in  previous  paragraphs 
of  this  report. 
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aSOLATlON  HOSPITAL,  WREXHAM. 

Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1940. 

W\m.  Wxm.  I.Iaii.  Over-  Rlii.  Rtii.  Hthg,  lideyr-  ilavv-  Cc-ir- 

Rur.  Bor.  Urbii.  ton.  Bor.  Rur.  Rur.  iiion.  arrlrii.  iog.  Total. 

Rciudiniiig  ill  Hospital  December  31sT,l!)30. 

Starlet  Fever  15  . 11  . 0 . 0 . 2 . 1 . 0 . 0 . U . 0 . 2<» 

Diphtheria 1(1  . 0 . (I  . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 22 

Typhoid  Fever  0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (»  . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (»  . 0 

Cerebro-Spiiial  IMeuingitis  3 . 2 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (I  . 5 

I'olioinyclitis  0 . 0 . U . 0 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 


Total 34  . 19  . 0 . 0 . 2 . 2 . 0 . U . 0 . 0 . 57 


Admitted  from  January  IaT,  1940  to  December  Slst,  1940, 

Scarlet  Fever  100  40  . 2 . 1.13.19.  0 . 1 . 0 , 0 . 182 

l.liphthcria  152  . 100  . 8 . 2 . 0 , 9 . 0 . 1 . 0 , 0 . 278 

Ubserv.  Typhoid  1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 

Para-Typhoid  0 . 3 . 0 . 0 . 7 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 10 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  77  . 04  . 4 . 0 . 1 . 2 . 0 . 1 . 2 . 1 . 158 

Observ.  C.S.M 9 . 10  . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 19 

Erysipelas  7 . 0 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 9 

Poliomyelitis  1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 , 0 . 1 

Puerperal  Septicaemia  ....  1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica ....  0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 , 0 . 1 

Others  5 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 12 


Total 353  . 236  . 15  . 10  . 21  . 31  . 0 . 3 . 2 . 1 . 072 


Discharged  from  January  Is^  to  December  31a<,  1940. 

Scarlet  Fever  109  . 53  . 2 . 1 . 15  . 18  . 0 , 1 . 0 . 0 . 199 

Diphtheria  145  . lOl  . 7 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1.0.0.  201 

Observ.  Typhoid  1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (»  . 1 

Para-Typhoid  0 . 3 . 0 . 0 . 7 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 10 

Ccrebro-Spinal  Meningitis  04  . 01  . 4 . 5 . 1 . 1 . 0 . 1 . 2 . 1 . 140 

Observ.  C.S.M 9 . 1(^  . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 19 

Ery'sipelas  7 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 8 

Poliomyelitis  1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (t  . 2 

Others  3 . 3 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 7 


Total 339  . 231  . 14  . 7 . 23  . 27  . 0 . 3 . 2 . 1 . 047 


In  Hospital  Year  ending  December  31st,  1940. 

Scarlet  Fever  0 . 4 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 2 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (»  . 12 

Diphtheria  13  . 7 . 1 . 1 . 0 . 2 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 24 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  4 . 1 . 0 . ((  . 0 . 0 . 0 , 0 . 0 . 0 . 5 

Erysipelas  0 . 0 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . (t  . 1 


Total 23  . 12  . 1 . 2 . 0 . 4 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 42 


Number  of  Deaths  for  Year  ending  December  31a/,  1940. 

Diphtheria  10  . 4 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 15 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  12  . 4.0.  1.0.  1 . 0 . (»  . o . (»  . 18 

Puerperal  Septicaemia  ...  1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica ....  0 . 1 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 1 

Others  2 . 3 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 5 


Total 


25  . 


12  . 0 . 1 . 0 . 


2 


0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 40 
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REPORT  OF  Mr.  D.  THOMAS, 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  s:}.") 

Number  of  Intimatory  Notices  served  ...  ...  S35 

Number  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with  ...  783 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  i.ssued  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  vuth  ...  43 

Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  — 


Slaughter  Houses. 

Total  Number  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  5] 2 

Slaughter  Houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  Premises  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  029 

Number  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  11 

Cowsheds  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  955 


Factories  and  \V orkshops. 


Number  of  Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  Sanitary  Conveniences  erected  ...  ...  s 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Number  of  Schools  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  512 

Nuisance,  arising  from  keeping  animals,  abated  ...  7 

'I'otal  number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  9454 
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Housing. 

32  New  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  These 
were  part  of  a programme  to  build  4(J0  houses  in  1939,  and 
building  operations  had  been  commenced  on  three  sites,  but  these 
were  abandoned  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  Permission 
was  sought  and  granted  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  complete 
26  houses  at  Broughton  and  6 at  Burton. 

The  26  houses  on  Rockwood  Farm  Estate,  Broughton, 
were  required  to  re-house  families  remaining  in  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Clearance  Orders  had  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister 
of  Health,  while  the  6 houses  at  Burton  were  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Agricultural  Workers.  Although  the  provision  of  the  Housing 
Act  relating  to  unfit  houses  has  been  suspended,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  deal  with  6 houses  at  Halcog,  Brymbo,  which  through 
subsidence,  due  to  colliery  workings,  had  become  unfit  and 
dangerous.  The  tenants  of  three  of  these  houses  were  rehoused 
at  Rock  Wood  Farm  Estate. 

The  total  number  of  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses 
during  the  year  was  132,  making  a total  of  3947  persons  rehoused 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  1930-1936. 

The  outbreak  of  hostilities  brought  to  a close  a period  of 
activity  which  represents  a real  attempt  to  deal  effectively  with 
the  problem  of  Housing  for  the  working  classes. 

Since  1919  the  Local  Authority  has  built  2519  houses,  but 
the  demand  always  exceeded  the  supply  and  economic  consider- 
ations very  often  deterred  the  most  needy  from  taking  advantage 
of  the  accommodation  provided  in  Council  Houses.  The  Housing 
Act  1930  met  this  position  and  the  exchequer  grants  payable 
under  this  Act,  made  it  possible  to  provide  houses  at  rentals 
which  often  did  not  exceed  the  amount  paid  for  houses  dealt  with 
as  unfit. 

In  spite  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  at  one  time  confronting 
the  Council  it  appeared  that  by  the  end  of  1939,  the  problem  of 
overcrowding  and  unfit  houses,  was,  to  a great  extent,  in  sight 
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f)f  being  eliminated,  and  that  at  least  20  % of  tlic  entire  pnpnlation 
of  the  Rural  District  woidd  have  been  rehoused. 

But  the  present  emergency  has  brought  with  it  problems 
which  will  made  very  extensive  demands  on  the  activities  and 
resources  of  Local  Authorities.  In  some  parishes  a certain 
number  of  insanitary  houses  were  earmarked  for  demolition, 
and  others  considered  “border  line  cases.’’  These  houses  will 
deteriorate  very  rapidly  and  will  inflict  great  hardships  on  the 
occupants.  At  present  one  cannot  hope  for  much  improvement 
in  the  facilities  for  carr3’ing  out  extensive  repairs  to  such  houses, 
due  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  material,  and  one  can  visualize 
that  in  the  post  war  period  all  material  and  labour  available 
will  be  fully  taxed  in  the  reconstruction  of  bombed  towns,  so 
that  the  prospect  of  providing  new  houses  in  the  Rural  Area  is 
remote.  The  Central  Government  majy  however,  be  petitioned 
to  make  immediately  available  labour  and  material  to  execute 
such  essential  works  as  ma}^  be  deemed  by  the  Local  Authoritj^ 
to  be  necessar\^  to  render  the  houses  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  While  this  may  be  merel}'  palliative  treatment,  it 
will  at  least  give  houses,  which  might  otherwise  become  derelict, 
a further  lease  of  usefulness. 

It  can  be  claimed  that  the  Council’s  housing  policy  has 
contributed  considerably  to  an  improved  standard  of  living 
among  the  families  rehoused,  and  a still  greater  improvement 
may  be  expected  in  the  standards  of  the  3’ounger  generations, 
who,  as  time  goes  on  will  outgrow  the  influence  of  the  en\iron- 
ment  in  which  the\^  formerh-  lived.  Future  legislaters  mav 
with  advantage  give  serious  consideration  to  the  advantages  of 
the  parlour  over  the  non-parlour  tvpe  of  house.  Observation 
in  tlie  area  has  shown  tlie  need  for  a room  seperate  from  the 
apartment  where  all  the  domestic  duties  arc  performed,  especially 
where  the  famiU^  includes  adult  children  engaged  in  the  Mining 
Industry',  and  where  members  of  tlie  family  attend  Secondari- 
Schools.  Such  a room  woidd  prove  to  be  a great  boon  and  would 
tend  to  the  development  of  family  life  among  these  families. 


The  number  of  Evacuees  billeted  in  the  area  and  tlu'  influx 
of  men  nigaged  at  the  Royal  Ordnance  l-'actorv,  Marchwiel, 
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has  placed  a tremendous  strain  on  the  Housing  accommodation. 
The  majority  of  liouscs  in  tlic  area  arc  of  a type  tliat  docs  not 
}>ro\idc  the  accommodation  and  facilities  necessary  to  cater  for 
lodgers,  and  the  households  are  disorganised  to  a very  great 
extent.  It  is  a tribute  to  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  the  house- 
holders of  this  area  that  every  effort  is  made  to  give  the  maximum 
of  comfort  to  those  temporarily  domiciled  in  the  area. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Only  one  Slaughter  House  is  now  being  used  in  the  area, 
this  being  a Regional  Slaughtering  Centre,  and  serves  only  a 
portion  of  the  Council’s  area. 

The  following  table  gives  full  particulars  as  asked  for  by  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health,  viz.  : 

SECTION  E— 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1940. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  

852  . 

221 

15,482  . 

910 

. 17,405 

Number  inspected  

852  . 

221 

15,482  . 

910 

. 17,405 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

2 

34 

97  . 

7 

140 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

1 45 

1590  . 

r> 

1740 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis   

17.25  . 

15.38  . 

10.9 

1.32 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

17  . 

5 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . 

228  . 

100 

334 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

28.75  . 

12.2 
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Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  Licenced  Knackers  Yards  in  the  district, 
one  at  Ffrwd  and  the  other  in  the  Parish  of  Marchwiel.  Both 
are  visited  periodically  and  found  to  be  clean  and  well  managed. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  246  workshops  on  the  Register.  279  routine 
inspections  have  been  made  and  in  three  cases  only  was  it  found 
necessary  to  serve  notice  to  cleanse  the  premises. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  are  659  Registered  Milk  Sellers.  During  the  year  11 
persons  were  registered. 

Improvements  to  19  Cowsheds  were  carried  out. 

Number  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year,  206. 

Removal  of  Housing  Refuse. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  Refuse  Removal 
during  the  year.  Contracts  for  a period  of  two  years  were 
accepted  in  1939.  Application  was  made  b3^  the  contractors,  for 
an  increase  in  the  contract  price  and  the  amount  of  4d.  per  house 
was  granted  in  respect  of  each  contract. 

Several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  personnel  of  the 
staffs  engaged  by  the  Council  on  this  work,  some  having  joined 
H.M.  Forces  and  others  taken  up  work  in  the  various  industries 
in  the  area. 
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